London Region - Thames River Police Museum - May 2007

The Metropolitan Thames River Police was the world’s first organised police force.  

They were formed thirty years before the famous ‘Peelers’ of Prime Minister Robert Peel in 1829.

The present headquarters (above) was originally a mental institute called Bedlam; this was before it was moved to the bigger premises in what is now the Imperial War Museum near New Cross. The building was then converted in to a court house for the many felons being caught pilfering the dock areas by the newly formed Marine Police, the officers themselves being stationed in old hulks moored by the river. 

But by 1798 the Courthouse was moved and the building enlarged to house the men and their families, and even contained a small hospital.

To establish and equip the force cost £4,200, but during the first six months of operation the constables had saved the dock and ship owners 25 times this amount.

So successful were they the criminal fraternity organised a riot. 

The museum is privately owned and is housed in one of the cutter repair sheds on the first floor.

Hundreds of artefacts and memorabilia show the 200 years of police enforcement.

Our knowledgeable guide was working Officer John Wright (his daughter Tracey incidentally is a member of the successful England Women’s Football team).

For two hours he cheerfully talked us through the many incidents he was involved with, including the 2000 great Dome robbery of De-Beer’s famous diamond.

Our visit concluded with an excellent meal in the nearby Prospect of Whitby, London’s oldest pub, dating back to Henry V111 time, a drink or meal here is worth the time spent alone!

Alan York London Visits Secretary.

