Albert Hall guided tour January 31st 2008

As more members now view the excellent ITP web site, attendance for the guided tour became large enough for our group to be split into two. 

All of the guiders give their own perspective and Gaynor in my group certainly did that. Her extrovert nature, coupled with an encyclopaedic knowledge gave us much entertainment as she took us around the parts of the Hall not usually seen by the public, the royal retiring room being of particular interest.

 In 1851 the Great Exhibition was held in Hyde Park, London, for which the so-called Crystal Palace was built. The exhibition was a great success and led Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, to propose that a permanent series of facilities be built in the area for the enlightenment of the public. Progress on the scheme was slow and in 1861 Prince Albert died, without having seen his ideas come to fruition. However, a memorial (also well worth a visit.) was proposed for Hyde Park, with the Great Hall opposite. 
Designed by Captain Francis Fowke and Colonel H.Y. Darracott Scott, with an oval exterior was originally to be called The Corporation of the Hall of Arts and Sciences, but Victoria had other ideas as on the laying on the foundation stone on 20th May 1867 she announced its new name. Such was her love for Albert.

The official opening ceremony was on 29 March 1871. After a welcoming speech by Edward, the Prince of Wales, Queen Victoria was too overcome to speak, so the Prince had to announce that "The Queen declares this Hall is now open". A concert followed, when the Hall's acoustic problems became immediately apparent.

These were not properly tackled until 1969 when 109 large fibreglass acoustic diffusing discs (commonly referred to as "mushrooms" or "flying saucers") were installed in the roof to cut down the notorious echo. It used to be said that the hall was the only place where a British composer could be sure of hearing his work twice. 

Initially lit by gas (when thousands of gas jets were lit by a special system within 10 seconds), full electric lighting was installed in 1897. During an earlier trial when a partial installation was made, one disgruntled patron wrote to The Times newspaper declaring it to be " a very ghastly and unpleasant innovation".

If you missed this event contact Daryl Bennet 0207 589 3203 for future tour details.

Alan York

